
 

 

THE STEM ACADEMY 

 
BRINGING SPECIALIST EDUCATION IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND 
MATHEMATICS TO STUDENTS FROM HACKNEY AND WIDER AREAS OF LONDON  
 
STEM Academy is being founded by S&DA Limited, a not for profit company with existing strong links 
with Industry, apprenticeships, secondary and higher education.  The proposed Academy would open 
in Hackney, for its first student intake in September 2013, will cater for 16-19 year olds with an 
emphasis on supporting students from deprived areas in Hackney and the wider London area.   

Located on “Silicon Roundabout”, the Academy will be at the heart of a thriving area for 
entrepreneurship and high tech businesses, including Google, supported by the Government’s ‘East 
London Tech City’ initiative.   

STEM Academy will specialise in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and is 
dedicated to bridging the gap between academia, vocational education and the world of work, and to 
give equal chances to young people of all backgrounds. 

The new Academy is especially interested in those students with an aptitude for STEM, regardless of 
prior qualifications, including those students with latent or under-developed STEM career aspirations 
which have been hindered through lack of opportunity, or the right learning environment.   

Those who are not currently in Education, Employment or Training and those who wish to re-enter 
education (“Returners”) will form part of the complement of students as well as entrants with good 
GCSE or equivalent grades.  Students’ existing practical skills, say in engineering, will not be ignored. 
Vocational courses, for example in engineering, design, and digital media will be the primary focus of 
the new Academy.  These courses will be supported by a broad range of “knowledge” qualifications 
best suited to each individual student including A Levels, International Baccalaureate, BTECs, and 
City & Guilds.     

STEM supports a whole host of careers, for example in medicine, teaching, engineering, construction, 
creative & digital arts, transport & logistics, hospitality, accountancy, business services, sport & 
leisure, entertainment and gaming.  Therefore, in addition to specialist vocational courses, a general 
course on STEM within the world of work will be included in the curriculum as a pathway to future 
development and success for those who are undecided as to the career route they will take but who 
have a general interest in STEM related careers. 

A link to careers will be embedded in the Academy’s culture, with work placement and employment 
opportunities for the students, and/or progress to relevant University degrees. Visits will be made to 
industry and industry leaders will be speakers at the Academy to inform and inspire students. S&DA 
has always been involved in Community projects and leads a Consortium of some 10 companies 
fulfilling Apprenticeships and Vocational Qualifications. Direct opportunities will be opened up for 
STEM Academy students where apprenticeship is seen as the best choice.  To further the 
understanding students have of the world of work, enterprise opportunities will be available to 
students including the forming of Private Limited Companies by faculty student groups 
(already enabled in S&DA), and what it means to be a self-employed Sole Trader.  Students will 
learn how to read accounts and to understand the “mysteries” of Profit & Loss, and Balance 
Sheets.  

The Academy is supported by leading educationalists and political figures, and by Captains of 
Industry. 
 
STEM Academy is thus dedicated not only to bringing forward the next generation of inspired and 
creative engineers, designers, technologists, scientists, etc, at all levels but to enable greater choice 
for its students on leaving the Academy, be this to employment or onward education. 


